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animate them and the domain which naturally
remains closed. There will be no need of preaching
harmony. It will take shape through its own
volition, and nothing will have power to disturb
its reign.

From that time, the dogmatic religions and
science can live in a union of reason and inter-
est, independent of any theoretical attempt to
reconcile their irreconcilable principles.

XII. When a reflective mind confronts all
these doubts, It understands the injustice of per-
secuting the ancient dogmas. However erroneous
they may be, they have been man's companions for
ages. They have cost him much suffering, but
they have procured him many joys. Perhaps
they have done more: they have produced the
truths of which he is so proud. Like the aged
parents whom advanced age has rendered insane
or imbecile, they have a right, nevertheless, to our
respect. We no longer listen to their counsels, we
liberate ourselves from their government, but it
would be unjust to ill-treat or scornfully cast them
aside.

After all, death is their fate and their right.
When the fruit attains maturity, nothing can
prevent it from leaving the tree which it burdens
by its presence. The rising sap of science and of